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Sir,

With the growing rise in the number of dentists, it is seen that more
and more dental professionals either opt for private practice after
under-graduation or join post-graduation preferably by choosing a
surgical dental course [1]. In either case, it has been observed that
the knowledge acquired by them in anatomy is either inadequate
or too traditional that may not be suited for them to handle the
current challenging surgical practises in the field of Dentistry [1,2].
Studies have also shown that the neglect of anatomically oriented
case-based approaches to patient-care setting in the final year and
penultimate final year training sessions of dental under-graduate
students has resulted in the expanding lacunae in anatomical
knowledge for the dentists of the current generation [2,3]. The
underlying error lies not on the dentists, per se, but in the mode of
teaching of oral anatomy in the dental curriculum [2,3].

The methods of oral anatomy taught to dentists in India, the
subcontinent nations, the middle-eastern gulf nations and even in
some of the European nations are similar and are still in their naive
stages owing to the fact that traditional dental anatomy is being
preferred and taught only in the first year [4,5]. The use of traditional
methods of anatomy in India and the like nations, still limits the
expansive knowledge for the applications of surgical techniques
to a dental surgeon [4-7]. Though Mitchell J and Brackett M [6]
had shown in their study, the effectiveness of innovative flipped
classroom techniques- where a portion of the students are exposed
to a lecture and the remaining portion are given an assignment and
vice versa and interactive feedback sessions — that may include quiz
sessions, debates and webinars on hands-on anatomy skill-based
training evenly to the first year and final year undergraduates in
dentistry. These approaches still remain in their early testing stages
and have not yet been applied to a larger and regular domain [5-7].

Though the situation in the medical curriculum is similar to that
of the dental curriculum, the use of integrated modular sessions
in the medical field, between the pre-clinical and clinical
departments have marginally reduced the gap in clinically
oriented anatomy among practicing medical surgeons as
compared to dental surgeons [4-7]. However, this doesn’t justify
the credibility of the method of teaching anatomy in the medical
curriculum as there are a lot of shortcomings in the methodology

of anatomical training in the medical field too, as pointed out by
Lavelle CL in his study [4].

As highlighted by Habbal O in his article [3], this existing dearth
in acquiring skill-based anatomical knowledge is further deepened,
owing to the paucity of impetus bestowed upon anatomists as
being mere basic medical researchers or medical teachers, by
the students or other health care professionals both in medical
and dental fields, that indirectly influences the working potential
of anatomists to do basic innovative advancements in the field
of medical education and applying them to advancements and
techniques in the surgical and dental fields [3]. This in turn may affect
the acquisition of appropriate skill-based anatomical knowledge
to the dental surgeon for confidently performing common dental
procedures or fixing implants [2-4,7].

In conclusion, the authors would like to admit that for a practicing
dental surgeon to adapt, it requires a sound knowledge of practically
applicable anatomy, that can be obtained only through a mutual co-
operation between anatomists and dental surgeons in conducting
skill-based workshops- that includes cadaveric oral mucosal flap
repositioning workshops, oral and buccal arterial repair dissectional
workshops on a cadaver and root canal workshops on cadaveric
teeth [6,7] by implementing them throughout the dental curriculum.
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